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The Continuing Conflict

A Look at the People Involved and the Biblical and Historical Background


THE PEOPLE AND THE PROBLEMS


The four sides of the Near East conflict.



Israelis



Muslims



Christendom



Biblical


Some background about the Arabs.



Muhammad



The Qur’an



Glossary of Terms:




Arab




Islam




Muslim




Mosque




Allah




Al-Kitab




Qur’an




Surah




Tanzil

Surah 43:3-4


We have made it an Arabic Qur’an that you (Arabs) may see the truth.  And it is truly in the mother of books (scriptures) with US (preserved), most exalted and wise.



Islam, by Caesar E. Farah, 4th Ed.



Barron’s, New York, P. 81


Surely, We have made it an Arabic Qur’an that you may understand.  And surely it is the original of the Book with Us (Arabs), truly elevated, full of wisdom.



Translated by M. H. Shakir



Tahrike Tarsile Qur’an, Inc. Publisher



Seventh Edition, 1999




Manzil

The Israelis background



Genesis 12:1-6    The Promises of God to Abram



Genesis 12:7
       The Land promise



Genesis 15:1-5     The descendants of Abraham






Abrams proposal of Eliezer






God’s rejection of Eliezer



Genesis 15:13-21 Whose land is given?



Deuteronomy 20:16-18   The command to “utterly destroy”


The large family of Semite people


Arabs


Akkadians

Assyrians


Canaanites

Amorites

Moabites


Edomites

Ammonites   

Phoenicians

Aramaean Tribes
Hebrews

Ethiopians



Surah 4:163-166 Qur’an accepts Bible characters as real



Genesis 16:11-16

Ishmael born   (Abraham’s first born).





See Descendants of Abraham Chart on page 15



Genesis 17:1-8 The Promise is renewed and expanded





Islam claims the promise through Ishmael



Genesis 17:15-21 Abraham’s proposal of Ishmael.






God’s rejection of Ishmael






Islam’s acceptance of Ishmael

UNDERSTANDING THE ISRAELIE-ARAB-U.S. CONFLICT

A LOOK AT THE BIBLICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE PEOPLE INVOLVED

INTRODUCTION


Several have remarked how timely this subject is tonight.  I want you to know that I am not a prophet nor the son of a prophet, it just happened.  Two months ago when I was invited to be the speaker for several Wednesday nights, I remembered two lessons I had prepared back in 1972 following two trips to the Middle East.  I had traveled in several Arab countries including Lebanon, Egypt, Turkey, and the eastern part of Cyprus as will as Israel and while there thought of the real basis of the problem between the Arabs, also called Palestinians, and the Israelis, the Jews.


Back in 1972 and for a number of times following when I would speak on this subject I would have to revise and somewhat enlarge the topics to enhance the understanding and interest of those hearing me.  I have done so again.

PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

As we begin this study we ask your blessings upon each of us that we might have within our hearts the right spirit, the spirit of Christ your Son.  May the things said not create doubt, but increase faith in you.  May we in our discourse not make enemies against you or against us, but may we make friends and if possible converts to your will.  May we neither condemn, place blame or judgment on anyone, for only Jesus is the judge of us all.  Nor, may we condone error simply for the sake of earthly peace.  May we neither accuse unjustly nor excuse lightly, but help us to be fair and just while willing to explore, learn and understand.  Help us to examine your will thoroughly and to understand completely.  We ask for your forgiveness.  In everything may your will be done.  We pray in Jesus name.  Amen.

I.  THE PEOPLE AND THE PROBLEM


Essential to your understanding of this study will be your participation by examining the scriptures referenced.  I will probably be saying some things with which you agree, and maybe some things with which you disagree.  At times, it may seem that I am challenging what God has done with these people.  I assure you that I am not doing that, rather, I believe that God as Creator of everything has the absolute right to do whatever He wishes to whomever He wishes at whatever time He wishes.  I have no right to challenge Him, and do not want to do so, or even appear to do so.  I want the Bible, the will of God, to be the final authority in all things.


This study cannot be concluded in one session as indicated by the outline you have been given.  It is a study that builds upon itself.  I wish I could say that each session is a unit within itself, but that will not be the case.  To get the greatest good from this study all of the sessions should be heard.  If, for whatever reason, you find it necessary to miss a session I would highly recommend that you get the tape recording of the session missed and listen to it carefully.


In as fair a manner as is possible-- for me, I propose to present four sides of the Near East conflict:  that of the Israelis, the Muslims, Christendom in general, and the Biblical.  For several years I have studied and read the arguments for possession of the land of Palestine and believe I have a fair understanding of the current conflicts and their background.  It is these conflict of opinions that precipitated the recent events in New York and Washington and that has been at the center of the problems in Palestine since the early sixties.


During this study I will be reading and quoting from the Bible, the Qur’an (It is frequently in English usage called the Koran), literature produced by the various sides and current newspaper and magazine articles as may be appropriate.  As you may suppose, I have some specific opinions about this material which probably cannot be hidden from you; however, I hope this study will provoke investigation on your part and increase your desire to study the Bible.


Some people who are acquainted with the history of Islam believe most of the teachings originated with a man named Muhammad, son of  ‘Abdullah and Aminah , born  about 570-571 A.D..  When he was around forty years of age he received what he called his first revelation.  These revelations continued over a period of twenty years.  According to some scholars there were many additions and some corrections, none of which were ever personally written on paper by Muhammad who was evidently illiterate.  There remains today a great debate over the authenticity of the present Qur’an and the many translations some of which came to be accepted as the “original” message from God.


Some terms you will be hearing need to be defined.

“Arab” derives from the Semitic word root referring to “nomad.”

Islam means “separation”.  The word is also used to mean the whole of a system.

Muslim is the Arabic word for “separator” or “one who has been separated”.

 
Mosque is the building where worship is conducted.

Allah is the Arabic name for God.

Arabs often refer to their scriptures as “al-Kitab” (the book) of Allah. 

The term “Qur’an” in a literal sense means “recitation,” or “readings.”  It is considered by parts of Islam a “concealed book” or a “well guarded tablet” that can only be understood when read in Arabic since no translations render the full meaning of the “revealed word of God.”


The position of the Qur’an is stated in Surah (which translates “revelation” and generally is accepted as meaning chapter, or section).  There are 114 Surahs in the Qur’an.  Some background information regarding the Qur’an may be found in the book Islam (A concise, comprehensive analysis of Islam as a religion, as well as a system and ideology), by Caesar E. Farah, published by Barron’s , 1987.

According the Mr. Farah, “The sancity of the Qur’an lies in the Muslim consideration of the text as the official word of God and of Muhammad as the appointed mouthpiece of God.  Muhammad is said to have received the surahs from the archangel Gabriel, the go-between.  The manner of transmission is known as “tanzil” (literally, causing to descend), that is from heaven, bits by bits, readings from the “prototype of scriptures,” the original word which Jews and Christians previously had received through the aegis of prophets who like Muhammad had been commissioned to deliver God’s sacred message to mankind…this series of readings for which Muhammad was called upon by Gabriel to deliver to the Arabs, who hitherto had lacked a body of sacred text, was to be in Arabic, ‘the language of angels,’ as verified by the Qur’an.” P. 80,81.

I want to share with you two translations of the two verses in the Qur’an supporting the view just quoted in order to illustrate the difficulty translating Arabic into English.  Arabic, like Hebrew, is read right to left and front to back.


Surah 43:3-4


We have made it an Arabic Qur’an that you (Arabs) may see the truth.  And it is truly in the mother of books (scriptures) with US (preserved), most exalted and wise.



Islam, by Caesar E. Farah, 4th Ed.



Barron’s, New York,  1987, P. 81


Surely, We have made it an Arabic Qur’an that you may understand.  And surely it is the original of the Book with Us (Arabs), truly elevated, full of wisdom.



Translated by M. H. Shakir



Tahrike Tarsile Qur’an, Inc. Publisher



Seventh Edition, 1999


The text was delivered to Muhammad piecemeal over a span of twenty years, none of which he personally wrote down.  The memorized verses were not always repeated the same way, Muhammad stressing the content instead of the precise wording.  It has been alleged that he himself often determined the order of verses during prayer sessions.  This has led to problems with scholars being able to agree on a set wording for the text.  The arrangement of the Surahs seems arbitrary, with the longer chapters being placed first and the shorter ones at the end.  Thus, there does not seem to be any chronological order to the book.


Because the Qur’an was intended for oral recitation, the Surahs were organized into seven sections, each called a “manzil”.  This arrangement is said to have taken place at the insistence of the Prophet himself in order to facilitate the reading of the Qur’an in a week’s time.  The Qur’an as used today was not put into a final form until many years after Mohammad’s death and the inconclusive manner in which the narratives survive is often vague and sometimes in erroneous confusion.  An example is given by Farah (page 87).



In Surah 19:44

“…where Muhammad mistakes Miriam, Moses’ sister for Mary, Jesus’ mother, suggests that he derived his knowledge of these Biblical accounts and personalities either from uninformed sources or from informants, perhaps Monophysite Christians, whose views of their religion did not comport with the orthodox version of the same…His knowledge of the Scriptures, furthermore, though falling short of the expert’s, enabled him, at least to his own satisfaction, to meet the criticism of his Jewish adversaries in Medina; criticism which lapsed so strongly into derision that he could eliminate it only by uprooting the Jews from the city and its environs.”


So, from the beginning of the religion, some 600 years after Christ’s ascension its teachings conflicted with that of the Jews that resulted in warfare between the three sides which has continued until today.

Most people who are Muslim accept the Qur’an as the inspired word of God as delivered directly to His prophet Muhammad.  In fact, they go a step further in that they believe the Qur’an is the last word from God, since it came into being some 600 years after Christ, and that the book supercedes both the Old and the New Testament.  This belief is the core of the problem between Islam, Judaism and Christianity.

The times when I quote from the Qur’an it will be to give its position on a subject and not because I subscribe to its teachings.  


It has been my privilege to travel in several Muslim countries and to visit some of Islam’s great cities such as Cairo, Beirut, and Istanbul and to experience first hand the conflict between Muslims and “Christians” on the island of Cyprus and in the now occupied Israeli cities such as Hebron, Bethlehem, and the divided city of Jerusalem.   Some of my observations I want to share with you.


The first problem is the land.  Whose land is Palestine?


All people in the four sides of this problem having opinions about the land of Palestine accept Abraham of Ur as a real person, a prophet, and follower and a friend of God.  Our study of necessity begins with the call of Abraham by God and the history of the people who were his descendents and how their lives affected people for centuries to come.


Please turn to Genesis 12.   (Read Gen. 12:1-6).

 Promises to Abram 

   Now the LORD had said to Abram: 
        "Get out of your country, 
        From your family 
        And from your father's house, 
        To a land that I will show you. 
        2I will make you a great nation; 
        I will bless you 
        And make your name great; 
        And you shall be a blessing. 
        3I will bless those who bless you, 
        And I will curse him who curses you; 
        And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 


4So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. 6Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh.   And the Canaanites were then in the land. 



The country Abram was leaving was the Semite territory of Ur and Haran in the Caldees.  


Here God promises Abram seven things for his obedience:

1. Make him a great nation.

2. To bless him personally.

3. To make his name great.

4. For him to be a blessing to others.

5. That God will bless those blessing Abram.

6. That God will curse those cursing Abram.

7. By Abram all families of the earth will be blessed.

Notice that here God says for Abram to go to a land he will be shown.  At this point,

nothing is said about giving him this land.

Look at who Abram took with him:  his wife, Sarai; his nephew, Lot; and the people

they had acquired in Haran (Semite people).

Many times in our study of the scriptures we stop at the wrong place to get the full

implication of the meaning.  Look at verse 7:

“Then the Lord appear to Abram and said, ‘To your descendants will I give this land’.  And there he built an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.”

At this point the land is promised to the descendents of Abram, not to him personally.

Descendants can include a lot of people, as we will see in this study.  We will also note that the seven promises God makes to Abraham do not necessarily include personal possession of the land promised.

Who are the descendants of Abram?  Now turn to Gen. 15:1-5.

God's Promise to Abram 
 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." 
2But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3Then Abram said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!" 
4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir." 5Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 


Here Abram is proposing that Eliezer be his heir.  It says he was “of Demascus”

That is Semite territory.  Abram proposed an Arab as his heir.  God refuses to accept that, saying the promise of an heir is coupled with the promise that Abram’s descendants will number more than he is able to count.  These descendants are defined in verses 13-21 of Gen. 15.

Genesis 15
13Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred 
years. 14And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete."

 
 17And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. 18On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: 
"To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates-- 19the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites."

We know by hindsight that to possess this land the people had to take it.  God’s

instructions through Moses plainly states the descendants of Abraham must kill all the Semite people living in the land in order to possess it.  Turn to Deut. 20:16-18.

Deuteronomy 20


16"But of the cities of these peoples which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive, 17but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 18lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations which they have done for their gods, and you sin against the LORD your God. 


Unfortunately, the Israelites never fully utterly destroy all the Canaanite nations.  Therefore, we find that many Semite people have been a part of this land called Palestine for a long time.  Semites include a large number of people.

	Semite

	 


	 

	They were originally one of a people believed to be descended from Shem, son of Noah. Later the term came to include the following peoples: Arabs; the Akkadians of ancient Babylonia; the Assyrians; the Canaanites (including Amorites, Moabites, Edomites, Ammonites, and Phoenicians); the various Aramaean tribes (including Hebrews); and a considerable portion of the population of Ethiopia. These peoples are grouped under the term Semite, chiefly because their languages were found to be related, deriving presumably from a common tongue, Semitic.

 The Semites were largely nomadic pastoralists, although some settled in villages. At least as early as 2500 B.C., the Semites had begun to leave the Arabian peninsula in successive waves of migration that took them to Mesopotamia, the Mediterranean coast, and the Nile delta. They were organized into patrilineal tribes, occupying defined territories and ruled by hereditary leaders, or sheiks. In Mesopotamia, Semitic people from the earliest times were in contact with Sumerian civilization and with the rise of Sargon of Agade (Akkad) and Hammurabi of Babylon were able to dominate it completely (see Sumer). In Phoenicia the Semitic population developed a widespread maritime trade and became the first great seafaring people. That group of Hebrews who were descendents of Abraham and who had been diverted through Sinai into the Nile delta to remain for 400 years after leaving Egypt settled at last with other Semitic inhabitants in Palestine. 
	   1

	See W. R. Smith, History of the Semites (1956, repr. 1972).
	


 If we should stop with the history at this point, there would be enough problems to

understand.  Because of the promise God made to Abraham, Israelies today (who claim to be his descendents) believe the land of Palestine belongs personally to them.


Up to this point in the story there is no disagreement between Islam and Judaism.  The Qur’an is a book of  114 Surah’s (Chapters).  In several of these Surah’s statements are found that indicate Islam accepts many of the people of the Bible as not only real, but as a part of Islamic history.  For instance, Surah 4:163-166 says:

an-Nisa' 4:163] Lo! We inspire thee as We inspired Noah and the prophets after him, as We inspired Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and Jesus and Job and Jonah and Aaron and Solomon, and as We imparted unto David the Psalms;

[an-Nisa' 4:164] And messengers We have mentioned unto thee before and messengers We have not mentioned unto thee; and Allah spake directly unto Moses;

[an-Nisa' 4:165] Messengers of good cheer and of warning, in order that mankind might have no argument against Allah after the messengers. Allah was ever Mighty, Wise.

[an-Nisa' 4:166] But Allah (Himself) testifieth concerning that which He hath revealeth unto thee; in His knowledge hath He revealed it; and the angels also testify. And Allah is sufficient Witness.


Muhammad here claims divine inspiration like others have received, and, did you notice that among those receiving inspiration, or revelation, from God was Ishmael.  He is an important key to understanding the ongoing conflict.

In Genesis 16 is the story of Hagar and Ishmael.  Abram gets impatient with the time frame of God and agrees to help God speed things along by accepting Sarah’s recommendation for Abram to take Hagar, an Egyptian Semite, as another wife.  From the time Hagar conceives she creates a problem for Sarah who eventually persuades Abram to caste Hagar and her son, Ishmael out of the family society.  The story is told in chapter 16 of Genesis, beginning with verse 11:

Genesis 16
11And the Angel of the LORD said to her: 

        "Behold, you are with child, 
        And you shall bear a son. 
        You shall call his name Ishmael, 
        Because the LORD has heard your affliction. 
        12He shall be a wild man; 
        His hand shall be against every man, 
        And every man's hand against him. 
        And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren." 

13Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, "Have I also here seen Him who sees me?" 14Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 
15So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

1. 16:14 Literally Well of the One Who Lives and Sees Me 

Did you notice particularly verse 12?  Ishmael would be wild, fighting everyone and

everyone fighting him, and, he would be a neighbor to Abram’s family.  A seemingly adept description of today’s situation of Arab fighting Arab, Israel and the U.S.


Call attention to the Descendants of Abraham chart on page 15 noticing the large number of descendants associated with Abraham according to the account in Genesis.

Chart of Abraham’s Descendants Here

UNDERSTANDING THE ISRAELIE-ARAB-U.S. CONFLICT

THE PREPARATION OF THE PEOPLE

Abraham and Ishmael

Gen. 17:1-8


Israeli’s claim the land


Islam claims the land

Ishmael a part of the covenant family.


Gen. 16:11


Gen. 17:15-21   “I will surely bless him.”

Introduction of two additional nations.


Gen. 19:36-38  The sons of Lot

Surah 6:86-88

[6.86] And Ishmael and Al-Yasha and Yunus and Lot; and every one We made to excel (in) the worlds:
[6.87] And from among their fathers and their descendants and their brethren, and We chose them and guided them into the right way.
[6.88] This is Allah's guidance, He guides thereby whom He pleases of His servants; and if they had set up others (with Him), certainly what they did would have become ineffectual for them.
The fulfillment of the promise


Gen. 21:1-3
Isaac is born

Ishmael and Hagar sent away


Gen. 21:8-21



Islam claims decent from Abraham through Ishmael



We say Isaac, Muslims say Ishmael


Gen. 22:15-18



The promise reconfirmed

Abraham’s OTHER descendents


Gen. 25:1-6



Keturah and six more sons



Isaac got the inheritance; the others got gifts and were sent away.

The Genealogy of Ishmael


Gen. 25:12-18 Twelve princes according to their nations

The Genealogy of Isaac


Gen.  25:19-23  Two nations

Esau and Jacob


Gen. 26:34

Esau a grief to his parents


Gen. 27:26-29   
The deception of Jacob and the blessing from Isaac


Gen. 27:38-40
The blessing of Isaac to Esau


Gen. 28:6-9

Esau’s marriage to Mahalath, the double claim


Gen. 35:9-13

Jacob’s name changed and blessed


Gen. 36:1-14

The family of Esau


Gen. 36:15-19
The Chiefs of Esau


Gen. 36:31-43
The Kings of Edom (Esau)

Summary


Abraham, the friend of God



Gen. 18:19



Matt. 1:1



John 8:56


Surah 3:68


Gen. 15:4,5


Gen. 15:1-19


Were they racial descendants or spiritual descendents, or both?

Next week:


The Development of the People:

Abraham and Ishmael build Kabob in Mecca

Abraham offers up Ishmael instead of Isaac

Israel and Islam, their books and laws



Women in Islam



The Holy War 

Ernest Clevenger

Granny White Church of Christ

October 3, 2001

UNDERSTANDING THE ISRAELIE-ARAB-U.S. CONFLICT

A LOOK AT THE BIBLICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE PEOPLE INVOLVED

THE PREPARATION OF THE PEOPLE

Last Wednesday we looked at The People and The Problem.  I am sure you have

observed that “The People” are those described in the Bible as the People of God, the recipients of the promise God made to Abraham.  The “Problem”:  we are working on an understanding of it.  Our original study parameters were to include Israel and Palestinians but after the September 11 attack we expanded the study to include Islam in a broader concept.

Tonight, we are looking at The Preparation of the People.  This will be approached

from the standpoint of the  people encompassed in the four sides of the Near East conflict including Israelis, Muslims, Christendom, and the Biblical.  Much of the history of all four is deeply interwoven.

Keep in mind that when we have occasion to talk about Islam that it did not have a beginning until six hundred years after Christ was on earth.  The teachings of Islam are not contemporary with the teachings of the Old Testament, nor the New Testament.   However, because Islam accepts in part the history of The People described in Genesis, for a clear understanding of the present day situation is it necessary to interject certain perceived ideas contained in the Qur’an and accepted by most Muslims today.  You will learn about that to which I refer as we proceed.

God made promises to Abraham and his descendents in Genesis 12 and 15. 

These promises included the possession of some land, land that today includes parts of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and all of what is known now as Israel including the occupied territory.  This land was to be “taken” by the descendents of Abraham as a God given possession.  We know they never “took” all of the land and eventually, because of disobedience, lost most of the land in the period of the divided kingdom following the reign of Solomon.

Because the scriptures frequently uses the term “descendents” as possessors of

the Promised land, we must understand the various interpretations of that term as currently applied by a large number of people.

We need to learn more about what happened to Abraham and to Ishmael.  Gen.

17:1-8

The Sign of God's Promise to Abraham
* 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 2And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly." 3Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4"As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. (Plural) 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. 8Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God."

Abraham, now, is told he will be the father of many nations, many kings, and that he

was given the land of Canaan for himself and his descendants as an everlasting possession.  Israeli’s need look no further to believe that they by God’s decree own all the land of Canaan and that no other people have any right to the land.

We have to look more closely at this passage.  In our doctrine we usually equate what

is said with only the twelve tribes of Israel as being nations along with the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah and the united kingdom of David.  However, some read the rest of the story and they—the Arabs, Muslims and other Semites—see that there are many other nations included who, to their way of thinking, opens the way to claim the land of Palestine.


According to the book Islam, Sixth Edition, by Caesar E. Farah, published by Barron’s as a part of their Compact Studies of World Religions, 2000, there are more than one billion people who adhere to the religion of Islam.  They represent all the known races of mankind and they inhabit a nearly contiguous stretch of land from the shores of the Atlantic in the West to the confines of China and Malaysia in the East.  

Geographically, the followers of Muhammad are concentrated in North Africa, the regions of the Near and Middle East, Soviet Central Asia, western China, the Malayan peninsula, northern and central India, Indonesia and the Philippines.  They are gaining ground in the heart of Black Africa, in the United States and some South American countries.


“One out of every five human beings today subscribes to the faith of Islam; he lives within a social structure largely the product of Islam, and he is guided in his daily life by norms and precepts forged in the caldron of Islam.”  “On an average the Muslim invokes the name of Allah (God) no less than twenty times a day.  

No other known prophet of a monotheistic religion receives as much mention in prayer as the Prophet of Islam, Muhammad.  He has more children bear his name than any other name popular to mankind.


Islam’s growth may be attributed to both military conquest and the conduct of the conquerors and currently enjoys the political and spiritual rule of many national states such as Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Indonesia, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, the United Arab Republic, the Kingdom of Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Libya, Sudan, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and of particular interest to the United States, the oil producing nations of Kuwait, Qatar, the United Arab Emirate, Oman, and Yemen.  There are autonomous Muslim republics in the Russian states, and strong enclaves of Muslims in China, Burma, Malaya, India, and the Philippines, Somalia, Chad, Tanzania, Niger, Nigeria and other West African states.

Islam did not start until the early 600’s A.D.  It claims to be the religion with the last word from God, that word given to Muhammad, his prophet.  It claims the blessings of God through Abraham and his first born son, Ishmael.

Ishmael, Part of the Covenant Family
Ishmael was born to Hagar, (Gen. 16:11) just as God had promised. He grew up at his father's side as part of the covenant missionary family worshiping the one true God. When Ishmael was thirteen years old, God appeared to his father and gave to them the covenant of male circumcision. As members of one family, Ishmael and his father Abraham were circumcised on the same day. What is so striking today is that even though circumcision is not mentioned in the Qur’an, Muslims, following this early family pattern, circumcise all their male children.

Please turn to Gen. 17:15-21, as we continue the study.

15Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her." 
17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" 18And Abraham said to God, "Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!" 
19Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him. 20And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 21But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year." 22Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.

"I Will Surely Bless Him"
When God appeared to Abraham on this occasion, Ishmael was one of the subjects of their conversation. God had said that Sarai, even in her old age, was going to have a son. Abraham's immediate response was, ". . . If only Ishmael might live before you or (under your blessing)" (Gen. 17:18)! Having long ago been willing for Hagar and her unborn son to be let go, it is now amazing to see that Abraham has developed a truly fatherly heart and asks God to bless Ishmael. 

What is even more revealing of God's love is to hear His answer. It is a resounding "yes." After discussing the future role of Isaac in His covenant plan for blessing the human race, God takes up the matter of Ishmael again: "And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation" (Gen. 17:20).

Of supreme importance here is God's affirmative answer to Abraham's prayer and these words, "I will surely bless him." The reason this statement is so noteworthy is that the majority of Christendom believes that God has cursed Ishmael, or at least bypassed him and that he is of no consequence. This is due in part to what Paul said in Galatians 4:21-31 where he uses Hagar and Sarah to illustrate the difference between the Old covenant and the New covenant.  We assume God disliked Ishmael.

God is not like that, especially with Abraham's own son. He is to be blessed. Furthermore, he is going to become the father of twelve rulers, all part of a great nation. Insofar as this prophecy goes, we can sum it up by saying Ishmael will be blessed and multiplied into an ethnic family with twelve subdivisions.

The mysterious words that God will establish His covenant with Isaac are still paramount and the real reason for the story, but not to the exclusion of Ishmael from God's blessing. Isaac, like his father, is to be the agent of blessing for all nations, as will be his ultimate descendant, Jesus, in whom and through whom we finally see the nature and magnitude of that blessing.

So far we have several nations of peoples promised, all of whom are today, laying

claim to the land of Canaan, the promised land.

In the mean while, two other nations are introduced in the Biblical record.  You

remember the story of Lot and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  After the family fled Sodom, Lot’s daughters bemoaned the loss of husbands or husbands to be.  The Bible relates the incest committed and the results in Gen. 19:36-38. 

Genesis 19
36Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 37The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38And the younger, she also bore a son and called his name Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the people of Ammon to this day.

Lot is accepted by Islam as one of God’s prophets and blessed descendents.  In the

Qur’an, Surah 6:86-87, it says:

[6.86] And Ismail and Al-Yasha and Yunus and Lot; and every one We made to excel (in) the worlds:
[6.87] And from among their fathers and their descendants and their brethren, and We chose them and guided them into the right way.
[6.88] This is Allah's guidance, He guides thereby whom He pleases of His servants; and if they had set up others (with Him), certainly what they did would have become ineffectual for them.

The kinfolk of Abraham’s descendants were also the Semite nations of Moab and

Ammon; people who claimed the same land as Abraham’s descendants, people who are claimed as forefathers of some of today’s Arab nations.  Hundreds of years later the Israelites when entering the promised land had to deal with these kinfolks along with several other strands from Abraham’s people.  

God’s promise to Abraham about having a son with Sarah as fulfillment of the

promise is recorded in Genesis 21:1-3.

Isaac Is Born 
1 And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. 2For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 3And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him--whom Sarah bore to him--Isaac


ISHMAEL AND HAGAR SENT AWAY

In the same chapter, verses 8-21, we learn of the disposal of Ishmael and his mother.

Most Muslims dismiss the point made by Sarah in verse 10 and hold up the statement in verse 18 in their belief that through Ishmael they are descendants of Abraham and thereby entitled to all the promises God made to Abraham concerning possessing the land of Palestine.  God endorses Sarah’s statement in verse 12.


Hagar and Ishmael Depart 
 8 So the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the same day that Isaac was weaned. 
9And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, scoffing. 10Therefore she said to Abraham, "Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac." 11And the matter was very displeasing in Abraham's sight because of his son. 
12But God said to Abraham, "Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called. 13Yet I will also make a nation of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed." 
14So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy to Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba. 15And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs. 16Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, "Let me not see the death of the boy." So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept. 
17And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, "What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is. 18Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation." 
19Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink. 20So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 21He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. (Married a Semite).

The promise God made to Abraham is reconfirmed and more specifically in Gen.

22:15-18.  We read this, and our minds say “Isaac” for the whole passage.  Muslims read it and their minds say “Ishmael”, and “that includes us”.  Let’s read it and watch for the change in verse 17 from the singular “son” to the plural “descendants”.
 

15Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son-- 17blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

The only son here is Isaac, but to the Muslim, it is Ishmael.  Ishmael is the one

offered as a sacrifice according to the Qur’an and Islamic doctrine.  He is not an only son spiritually, but actually, physically and therefore it is Ishmael.

Hold on for this announcement—there are more sons of Abraham physically to

Be accounted for in the Bible.

Abraham was ten years older than Sarah and he was 100 years old when Isaac was

born (Gen. 17:17). Sarah died when she was 127 years old (Gen. 23:1) and Abraham was 137 year old.  However, after the death of Sarah Abraham was not through with providing ample descendants to populate the land.  Between his age of 137 and the age at his death of 175 years old he was married to Keturah and added to his descendants.  Look at Gen. 25:1-6.

Abraham and Keturah 
 
1 Abraham again took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 2And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4And the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 
5And Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. 6But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of the concubines which Abraham had; and while he was still living he sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son, to the country of the east. 


This account of the six additional sons of Abraham lists some of the nations with

whom Isaac’s descendants had to deal in order to possess the promised land.  Particularly Midian and Jokshan.  How would you feel if your father gave all of his immense possessions to your older brother and only gave you a few gifts, then sent you away from your family and home.

           Notice they were sent “eastward”, the area today occupied by Jordan, Syria, Iran and Iraq and then by Babylon and Assyria.  All of these Semites consider themselves to have a claim on the land and their Arab descendants still do today.

Genesis 25:12-23
The Families of Ishmael and Isaac 
12 Now this is the genealogy of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's maidservant, bore to Abraham. 13And these were the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15Hadar,[1] Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 16These were the sons of Ishmael and these were their names, by their towns and their settlements, twelve princes according to their nations. 17These were the years of the life of Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years; and he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people. 18(They dwelt from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt as you go toward Assyria.) He died in the presence of all his brethren.

 
19This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham's son. Abraham begot Isaac. 20Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian. 21Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If all is well, why am I like this?|" So she went to inquire of the LORD. 
23And the LORD said to her: 


        "Two nations are in your womb, 
        Two peoples shall be separated from your body; 
        One people shall be stronger than the other, 
        And the older shall serve the younger." 


       The twins, Esau and Jacob, were born and there was difficulty between them.  Isaac favored Esau, as firstborn and because he was a man of the field, and Rebekah favored Jacob.  We are more familiar with the account of the deception of Jacob and his trip to get a wife and less with the other side of the story, that of Esau. 

Genesis 26: 34

34When Esau was forty years old, he took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35And they were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah.

       After the deception of Jacob and his mother, Isaac is ready to pronounce the blessing upon his firstborn son.  But instead of Esau, it is Jacob who is standing before his father.

Genesis 27:26-29

26Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come near now and kiss me, my son." 27And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and blessed him and said: 

        "Surely, the smell of my son 
        Is like the smell of a field 
        Which the LORD has blessed. 
        28Therefore may God give you 
        Of the dew of heaven, 
        Of the fatness of the earth, 
        And plenty of grain and wine. 
        29Let peoples serve you, 
        And nations bow down to you. 
        Be master over your brethren, 
 And let your mother's sons bow down to you. 
        Cursed be everyone who curses you, 
        And blessed be those who bless you!" 


Esau had been out hunting to obtain meat for his father’s requested stew.  When he

returned he learned of the deception and the blessing so he immediately goes to his father.

Genesis 27:38-40:

38And Esau said to his father, "Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me--me also, O my father!" And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 
39Then Isaac his father answered and said to him: 

        "Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, 
        And of the dew of heaven from above. 
        40By your sword you shall live, 
        And you shall serve your brother; 
        And it shall come to pass, when you become restless, 
        That you shall break his yoke from your neck." 


Genesis 28:6-9:

Esau Marries Mahalath 


6 Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram to take himself a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, "You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan," 7and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Padan Aram. 8Also Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac. 9So Esau went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had.

Just to spite his father, Esau married Ishmael’s daughter.  This establishes a double

claim to the inheritance of the land in the eyes of many descendents.  However, the blessing that God gave to Abraham begins to take on a real spiritual meaning as this blessing is passed, not to Esau the firstborn, but to Jacob the younger.  It is this spiritual blessing which begins the more important role in the Promise God made to Abraham.


Genesis 35:9-13:

9Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan Aram, and blessed him. 10And God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name." So He called his name Israel. 11Also God said to him: "I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall proceed from you, and kings shall come from your body. 12The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to you; and to your descendants after you I give this land." 13Then God went up from him in the place where He talked with him

The promise is passed from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob.  Jacob is the father of Israel

—the twelve tribes of Israel.  Israeli’s claim the land promised through this chain of descendents.

            Thee is still another group of descendents to consider, those of the family of Esau.  The list is found in Genesis 36 beginning with verse 1:

The Family of Esau 
1 Now this is the genealogy of Esau, who is Edom. 2Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite; Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 3and Basemath, Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 4Now Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, and Basemath bore Reuel. 5And Aholibamah bore Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. These were the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan. 
6Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the persons of his household, his cattle and all his animals, and all his goods which he had gained in the land of Canaan, and went to a country away from the presence of his brother Jacob. 7For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together, and the land where they were strangers could not support them because of their livestock. 8So Esau dwelt in Mount Seir. Esau is Edom. 
9And this is the genealogy of Esau the father of the Edomites in Mount Seir. 10These were the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, and Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 11And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 
12Now Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz, Esau's son, and she bore Amalek to Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah, Esau's wife. 
13These were the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These were the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. 
14These were the sons of Aholibamah, Esau's wife, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon. And she bore to Esau: Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. 

The Chiefs of Edom 
15 These were the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn son of Esau, were Chief Teman, Chief Omar, Chief Zepho, Chief Kenaz, 16Chief Korah,[2] Chief Gatam, and Chief Amalek. These were the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. They were the sons of Adah. 
17These were the sons of Reuel, Esau's son: Chief Nahath, Chief Zerah, Chief Shammah, and Chief Mizzah. These were the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom. These were the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. 
18And these were the sons of Aholibamah, Esau's wife: Chief Jeush, Chief Jaalam, and Chief Korah. These were the chiefs who descended from Aholibamah, Esau's wife, the daughter of Anah. 19These were the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these were their chiefs.

The Kings of Edom 
31 Now these were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over the children of Israel: 32Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 33And when Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place. 34When Jobab died, Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 35And when Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, who attacked Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his place. And the name of his city was Avith. 36When Hadad died, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. 37And when Samlah died, Saul of Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in his place. 38When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 39And when Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor died, Hadar reigned in his place; and the name of his city was Pau. His wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 

The Chiefs of Esau 
40 And these were the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their families and their places, by their names: Chief Timnah, Chief Alvah, Chief Jetheth, 41Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 42Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 43Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession. Esau was the father of the Edomites.

The Edomites were the enemies of Israel during a large period of the occupation of

Canaan and their descendents are a part of Islam as claimed by some today.  They are another source of the continuing conflict.  If you will look at the table entitled Descendents of Abraham you will see a vast number of descendents produced in a relative short time.  From a worldly viewpoint, they lay claim to the Promised Land. 

            Let me summarize.

ABRAHAM, THE FRIEND OF GOD
For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him. (Gen. 18:19).

No one can underestimate the importance of Abraham to the three monotheistic faiths of the world and even to the world itself. Jesus Christ was called the "Son of David," the "Son of Abraham" (Matthew 1:1). Jesus Himself said, ". . . Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad" (John 8:56).

In the Qur’an in Surah 3:68 it says, "Without doubt, among men, the nearest of kin to Abraham, are those who follow him, as are also this Apostle [Muhammad] and those who believe [Muslims]: and God is the Protector of those who have faith [Muslims]".  This is emphasizing physical kinship, not spiritual relationship.

           God singled Abraham out to be the means of blessing to all people.   The call of Abraham has profound implications for the whole human race. Everyone will either be blessed or cursed depending on how they relate to Abraham. What is so significant about him? Abraham said "yes" to God; "yes" to leave all and follow God; "yes" to God's plan to bless all peoples on earth through him; and "yes" to the idea of suffering "shame for that name."

           God found a man with whom He could begin His plan to recover (bless) lost humankind; a man who would believe in Him, a man who would faithfully teach His children about the one true God, a man who would walk by faith and not according to the flesh, and, ultimately, a man through whom the Messiah of all people would come, Jesus of Nazareth.

           God promised the land of Canaan to Abraham and his descendants.   He promised that through Abraham all nations of the earth would be blessed and that his descendants would be like the uncountable stars of the heaven.  (Gen. 15:4,5).

God instructed Abraham to prepare a special sacrifice. God manifested Himself in the sacrifice thereby sealing His covenant of friendship with Abraham (Gen. 15:1-19). From this unusual ceremony, Abraham was given the name, "Friend of God." He is mentioned in Scripture as such and he is also known in Islam as Khalil Ullah, ("The Friend of God"). But unlike Jews and Christians, Muslims claim their identity with Abraham through Hagar and Ishmael rather than through Sarah and Isaac.  This is the root of the alienation that exists between Christians and Muslims, both of whom claim to be the heirs of Abraham.

God's Promise to Abraham
Let us look again at the actual words of God's promise to Abraham: ". . . a son coming from your own body will be your heir." He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars, if indeed you can count them." Then He said to him, "So shall your offspring be" (Gen. 15:4,5). This gives rise to the question, "Is this promise of descendants to be taken racially or spiritually?" The answer is both.

God did give Abraham innumerable descendants and truly made him the "Father of Many Nations." But, if one believes the Bible is the Word of God, not everyone who can claim racial descent from Abraham is really an heir of Abraham in the spiritual sense.

Jesus acknowledged that the Jews of His day were racially descendants of Abraham, yet not really his children. ". . . If you were Abraham's children . . . then you would do the things Abraham did . . . You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. . ." (Jn. 8:37-44).

The touchstone is genuine faith in the one true God as represented by His Son Jesus Christ. Racial descent does not qualify anyone for spiritual identification with the family of Abraham.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE


In the two previous studies we have looked extensively into the Problems and Preparations of the People of Israel and Islam.  The Bible tells us that God raised up Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel) and their descendents to pave the way for the world to be blessed by providing salvation to all who obey Jesus as Savior.

The Development of Israel


God developed his people as described in the Old Testament through 400 years of Egyptian bondage, the stay in the wilderness, the occupation of Canaan, followed by the Periods of the Judges, the United Kingdom, and the Divided Kingdom.  Next during the period of the prophets God developed the people with captivity in Persia, Assyria and Babylon.  Then followed the domination by the Greeks, then the Romans and in the fullness of time God sent forth his Son to be born of a woman.  His life, ministry, death and resurrection are revealed largely in what we call the Gospels:  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The church was established shortly following Jesus resurrection and the Apostolic Period was ushered in; all of which confirms the promises God made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as the Israel of God became the heirs of the Promise in the world wide Kingdom of God.


Most of this history we know, we understand, we teach and we believe.  We spend many hours reading and studying this development on a regular basis in worship, Bible classes and private study. We are supposed to know these things.

The Development of Islam


The development of Islam is another subject, one with which we are not as familiar.  After the church had been in existence for 500 years, a period in which people were drawn both toward and away from the New Testament pattern, and a period during which the early “church fathers” began organizing into what developed as the Catholic church, a man by the name of Muhammad was born in the city of Mecca in 570 A.D.


Muhammad was a part of one of the dominant Arab tribes, the Qu’raish (people) and was a part of the trading society of Mecca.   Mecca had become a great trading city and was a stopping place for merchants and businessmen of all races, religions, and countries.  It was an open city, open to the world.  It was a period of many leaders, none able to control the area for a long period of time.


Very little can be learned about the early life of Muhammad, especially during the first forty years of his life.  We know he married a rich widow whose money allowed him to rise from a lowly position in life.  They had a daughter, Fatima, who became the wife of a great warrior, a Caliph, and eventually a successor to Muhammad.  Beginning around 610 A.D., Muhammad claimed that through meditating in the desert God revealed to him through the angel Gabriel certain revelations.  Muhammad never personally wrote down any of these revelations that were received over a period of 23 years.  They were written shortly after his death and they are now called the Qur’an.

After the experiences in the desert, Muhammad claimed to be a prophet of God with the commission to guide others by God’s message revealed to him.  Around 617 A.D. he began to preach to anyone who would listen to him.  His message at first was a simple one:  that Allah (God) is one, and is lord of everything.  The people of Mecca at this time had a religion called Ka’aba (meaning black stone).  They literally worship a black stone.  The basis of the religion was the belief that many objects possessed spirits (called jinn) and power, and the black stone was one of these objects.  Obviously, the message claiming Allah was lord was not well received in a society that had hundreds of gods.  The people called Muhammad a sorcerer and a false prophet.  They claimed he was possessed, and eventually ran him out of Mecca.  His fleeing , or escape, is now called the year of Hegira (Flight) and marks the first year on the Muslim calendar.


Muhammad fled to Medina a city situated c.110 mi inland from the Red Sea in a well-watered oasis where fruit, dates, vegetables, and grain are raised. Before the flight from Mecca to the city in 622, Medina was called Yathrib. Muhammad quickly gained control of Medina, successfully defended it against attacks from Mecca, and used it as the base for converting and conquering Arabia.  He used the city as a base for a Holy War (Jihad) against Mecca, which, after eight years he conquered and became its ruler.  He established the divine orders he thought he was called to carry out and made a pilgrimage to Mecca a part of his religious reorganization.  


With the majority of the Arabian Peninsula under Islam, Muhammad died in 632 A.D.  During his lifetime he did not claim to be an innovator or a revolutionary, only that he was commissioned to complete the work of the Jewish and Christian prophets.  In less than 100 years from the advent of Islam, the Islamic Empire extended from Spain to areas of India and China.  Islam at that time made no distinction based on race, class, or background, and the Muslim world was considered a worldwide community, the ummah.


Islamic rule thrived well into the 17th century, expanding with the Ottoman and other empires.  While Europe was passing through the middle Ages, the Islamic civilization made tremendous scientific, medical, literary and artistic advances that have had a lasting impact on the world.  We may examine the religion of Islam and consider ourselves superior in our knowledge, but consider:

The first great advance on the inherited mathematical tradition was the introduction of "Arabic" numerals and the decimal system, which actually originated in India, and which simplified calculation of all sorts and made possible the development of algebra. Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarazmi seems to have been the first to explore their use systematically, and wrote the famous Kitab al-Jabr wa-l-Muqabalah, the first book on algebra, a name derived from the second word in his title. One of the basic meanings of jabr in Arabic is "bonesetting," and al-Khwarazmi used it as a graphic description of one of the two operations he uses for the solution of quadratic equations. The Arab sifr, or zero, provided new solutions for complicated mathematical problems. 

Arab contributions to engineering include the invention or improvement of the water wheel, cisterns, irrigation, water wells at fixed levels, and the water clock.


The harp, lyre, zither, drum, tambourine, flute, oboe, and reed instruments are today either exactly as they were used from earliest Arab Civilization, or variations of the Arabs' early musical instruments. The guitar and mandolin are sisters to that plaintive, pear-shaped stringed instrument, the oud.


The ancient Arabs loved the land, for in earth and water they saw the source of life and the greatest of God's gifts. They were guided by the words attributed to the Muhammad: "Whoever bringeth the dead land to life...for him is reward therein." They were pioneers in botany. In the twelfth century an outstanding reference work described more than five hundred different plants and methods of grafting, soil conditioning, and curing of diseased vines and trees. 

The Arab contributions to food production are legion. They were able to graft a single vine so that it would bear grapes in different colours, and their vineyards were responsible for the future wine industries of Europe.  Peach, apricot, and loquat trees were transplanted in southern Europe by Arab soldiers. The hardy olive was encouraged to grow in the sandy soil of Greece, Spain, and Sicily. From India they introduced the cultivation of sugar, and from Egypt they brought cotton to European markets. "May there always be coffee at your house," was their expression, wishing prosperity and the joy of hospitality for their friends.  Coffee was qahwah, that which gives strength, and derivatives of that name are used today in almost every country of the world. They also perfected the storage of soft fruits to be eaten fresh throughout the year.


The Arabic language is rich in poetry, literature, and drama.   Among the earliest publications of the Arabs were the translations into Arabic of the Greek and Roman classics - the works of Aristotle, Plato, Hippocrates, Ptolemy, and Galen.  A Thousand and One Nights and Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat are among the most widely read of Arabic literature. The fascination with Arabic, following the Hellenistic period of Louis XIV, is particularly evident in Shakespeare's characterizations of the Moors in Othello and the Merchant of Vince (Prince of Morocco), in Christopher Marlowe's Tamburlaine the Great, and in George Peel's The Battle of Alcazar.


When we examine the beliefs of Islam and point out the differences between them and the Bible, we are not minimizing the intellect of Muslims. We are looking at their religious beliefs.   Muslims believe life is a testing period, where angels record one’s good deed and bad deeds.   At a judgment these deeds will be revealed.  Those who have done well will enter a paradise where dark haired maidens will serve the every need of men.  Those who do poorly are banished to hell.  Most are working to be in paradise and to some the appeal is strong enough to hasten departure by taking their own life while, as they consider it, defending Islam.  Lets examine several specific beliefs.

Some Tenants of Islam

Visit to Mecca to worship at the Kaba

The Kaba is a small, cubed building in Mecca towards which Muslims face five times a day, everyday, in prayer. This has been the case since the time of Prophet Muhammad.  The current height of the Kaba is 39 feet, 6 inches and total size comes to 627 square feet. The walls are all made of stone. The stones inside are unpolished, while the ones outside are polished.  This small building has been constructed it is claimed by Adam, and reconstructed by, Abraham, Ishmael and Muhammad.  Literally, Kaba in Arabic means a high place with respect and prestige. The word Kaba may also be derivative of a word meaning a cube.
The Kaba
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The Kaba originally held the black stone worshipped as a god along with some 360 other idols housed within the walls.  Current belief states that the tribe, the one to which Muhammad belonged, was given the responsibility for the care of the building and abused their power for money which led to the idolatrous use of the building.   The square structure is said to represent the unity in Islam.  Muhammad adopted the building as a convenient symbol and had to Qur’an to state:

  Remember We made the House (Kaba) a place of assembly for people and a place of safety; and take ye the Station of Abraham as a place of prayer; and We covenanted with Abraham and Ishmael, that they should sanctify My House for those who compass it round, or use it as a retreat, or bow, or prostrate themselves (therein in prayer). –Surah 2:125

Muslims are supposed to make at least one journey to Mecca during their lifetime in order to worship at the Kaba.  Worshippers move around the Kaba in a circular motion, gradually getting closer to the building as they bow and pray on schedule.  The black stone has been adopted as the platform Abraham and Ishmael used to stand on to lay the stone for the base of the building.  The Kaba and is said to be a symbol of unity.

The Sacrifice of Abraham

Jews, Christians and Muslims agree; Abraham, the friend of God, is an example of pure and unconditional righteousness and faith. The love that Abraham displayed towards God is clearly seen in Abraham's willingness to sacrifice his only beloved son. All three religions do not dispute this fact. Where they do disagree, however, is about the identity of the sacrificial child. The Bible states that the child was Isaac:

"After these things God tested Abraham, and said to him, `Abraham!' And he said, `Here am I.' He said, `Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you'." (Genesis 22:1-2, R.S.V.).

"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was ready to offer up his only son ..." (Hebrews 11:17, R.S.V.).

"Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up his son Isaac upon the altar?" (James 2:21, R.S.V.).

Muslims on the other hand believe that Ishmael was the one offered up by Abraham. This fact, they believe, is presumed by the Bible's declaration that Abraham offered his only son.  It is therefore argued that this could not be Isaac, since Isaac was never an only child seeing that Ishmael was born fourteen years prior to him. (Cf. Genesis 16:16, 21:5).

Thus, Muslims believe that scribes later corrupted the original reading from Ishmael to Isaac. This idea stems from the Muslim misunderstanding of the phrase, "Only son", in reference to Isaac, since the title is used to affirm Isaac's unique status, a status based on the facts:

Isaac was the only promised child of Abraham, a fact which the Quran agrees with (cf. Genesis 17:15-21; Sura 11:69-73, 37:112-113, 51:24-30). Ishmael was never a promised child.

Isaac was conceived miraculously to Sarah when the latter was old and barren, with the Quran likewise agreeing (cf. Genesis 17:15-17, 18:9-15, 21:1-7; Sura 11:69-73, 51:24-30). Ishmael was conceived in the normal process of sexual reproduction.

God promised that it would be Isaac's descendants who would inherit the land given to Abraham. (Genesis 13:14-18, 15:18-21, 28:13-14). Ishmael had no part in the inheritance and promise given to Isaac through Abraham.

It is for these reasons that Isaac is called Abraham's only son since God himself reckoned him as the child of promise and blessings, an honor never bestowed upon Ishmael.

Even more amazing is the fact that the Qur’an never mentions the name of the sacrificial child; amazing indeed considering how overzealous some Muslims have been in their attempts to prove that Ishmael, not Isaac, was that son:

"He said: `I will go to my Lord! He will surely guide me! O my Lord! Grant me a righteous (son)!' So we gave him the good news of a boy ready to suffer and forbear.

"Then, when (the son) reached (the age of) (serious) work with him, He said: `O my son! I see in a vision that I offer thee in sacrifice: Now see what is thy view!' (The son) said: `O my Father! Do as thou art commanded: Thou will find me, if God so wills one practicing patience and constancy!' 

"So when they had both submitted their wills (to God), and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead (for sacrifice), we called out to him, `O Abraham! Thou hast already fulfilled thy vision'- thus indeed do we reward those who do right. For this was obviously a trial - And we ransomed him with a momentous sacrifice ..." (Surah 37:99-106).


Ishmael pays a very important role in Islam as we have seen.  It is claimed that Muhammad is a descendent of Kedar, son of Ishmael and therefore God’s blessings come to mankind through Islam and Muhammad rather than through Isaac and Jesus.  This particular doctrine will be addressed more fully next week when we examine The Sacrifice for the People.

The Islamic State


Islamic states are radically different from a national state.  Islamic countries, which are able to impose Islamic law upon their citizens, have an ideological system as their foundation for their political, economical, social and religious life.  This system intentionally discriminates between people according to their religious affiliations.  A prominent Pakistani Muslim scholar, summarizes three differences between secular and Islamic states as interpreted by the Hanifites:


First, “An Islamic state is ideological.  People who reside in it are divided into Muslims, who believe in its ideology and non-Muslims who do not believe.”


Second, “Responsibility of policy and administration of such a state ‘should rest primarily with those who believe in the Islamic ideology.’  Non-Muslims, therefore cannot be asked to undertake or be trusted with the responsibility of policymaking.”


Third, “An Islamic state is bound to [discriminate] between Muslims and non-Muslims.”  (Mawdudi, S. Abul `Ala’,  The Rights of Non-Muslims in Islamic State,  Islamic Publications, LTD. Lahore, Pakistan, 1982).


There are four Islamic Schools of jurisprudence.  We’ve looked at the view of the Hanifites.  The other three schools are the Malikites, the Hanbilities (the most fundamentalists and the strictest), and the Shafi `ites.  All four agree dogmatically on the basic creed of Islam but differ in their interpretations of Islamic law that comes from four sources:


1.  Qur’an (meaning reading or recite):  The sacred book of Muslim community containing direct quotes from Allah as allegedly dictated by the angel Gabriel.


2.  The Hadith (meaning narrative):  The collections of Islamic traditions including sayings and deeds of Muhammad as head by his contemporaries, first second and third hand.


3.  Al-Qiyas (meaning analogy or comparison):  The legal decision drawn by Islamic Jurists based on precedent cases.


4.  Ijma’ (meaning consensus):  The interpretations of Islamic laws handed down by the consensus of reputed Muslim scholars in a certain country.  (Samuel Shahid, http://answering-islam.org/Non-Muslims/right.htm, Internet, Oct. 1, 2001).

Differing emphasis upon the various interpretations explains how one Islamic

faction can promote the propagation of peace while, at the same time, another Islamic group promotes Jihad, or a Holy War.  To harmonize practices, the many splinter groups of Islam usually claim dissenters misquote Qur’anic verses and place them out of context.   

Legal Opinions Considered God’s Law


The Qur’an has only a few textual laws, the majority of laws are formulated as Fatwa (legal opinion) by prominent scholars in each country and carry equal weight with the Qur’an.  Actual laws may vary from country to country depending upon the Fatwa (a term you may have heard in some newscast lately).  Some of the more interesting Fatwa are:


The two classifications for Non-Muslims (or infidels);  (1) Dar-ul-Harb (Household of War), people who are not bound by treaty, or covenant, or whose blood and property as not protected by the law of vendetta or retaliation; (2) Dar-us-Salam (Household of Peace) which is divided into three subgroups: 

“A.  Zimmis (those in custody) are non-Muslim subjects who live in Muslim countries and agree to pay the Jizya (tribute or penalty) in exchange for protection and safety, and to be subject to Islamic law. These enjoy a permanent covenant;

B.  People of the Hudna (truce) are those who sign a peace treaty with Muslims after being defeated in war. They agree to reside in their own land, yet to be subject to the legal jurisprudence of Islam like Zimmis, provided they do not wage war against Muslims; 

C.  Musta'min (protected one) are persons who come to an Islamic country as messengers, merchants, visitors, or student wanting to learn about Islam. A Musta'min should not wage war against Muslims and he is not obliged to pay Jizya [tribute or penalty] but he would be urged to embrace Islam. If a Musta'min does not accept Islam, he is allowed to return safely to his own country. Muslims are forbidden to hurt him in any way. When he is back in his own homeland, he is treated as one who belongs to the Household of War.”  (Abdullah, Najih Ibrahim Bin, The Ordinances of the People of the Covenant and the Minorities in a Islamic State, Balagh Magazine, Cairo, Egypt, Volume 944, May 29, 1988; Vol. 945, June 5, 1988).

Infidels Have No Place in Islam


Zummis, or pagans (Jew or Christian), are considered infidels and enemies to be destroyed by whatever means.  The Qur’an in Surah 9:5 states, “Then fight and slay the pagans wherever you find them.  And seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every strategem” of war.  In Surat Al-Maidah 5:51 Muslims are told:  “O ye who believe, take not the Jews or the Christians for your friends and protectors.  They are but friends and protectors to each other.  And he among you who turns to them is of them.”  

Islamic extremists believe the Qur’an commands them in Surat At-Taubah 9:29 to fight Jews and Christians:  “Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that which has been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger and those who acknowledge not the religion of truth (Islam).”   To Islam, if you do not convert, you must be killed.  In Islamic controlled states non-Muslims are not regarded as citizens’ even if they are original natives of that state.

Zimmis and Religious Practices

Muslims believe that the Zimmis are Mushrikun (polytheists) for they see the belief in the Trinity as belief in three gods: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Islam believes in only one God and is the only true religion, they claim. Therefore, to protect Muslims from corruption, especially against the unforgivable sin of shirk (polytheism), the practice Christianity is forbidden among Muslims, because it is considered the greatest abomination.

When Christians practice their religion publicly, it becomes an enticement and exhortation to apostasy. It is significant here to notice that according to Muraghi, Zimmis and infidels are polytheists and therefore, must have the same treatment.

According to Muslim jurists, the following legal ordinances must be enforced on Zimmis (Christians and Jews alike) who reside among Muslims:

1) 
Zimmis are not allowed to build new churches, temples, or synagogues. They are allowed to renovate old churches or houses of worship provided they do not add any new construction. "Old churches" are those which existed prior to Islamic conquests and are included in a peace accord by Muslims. Construction of any church, temple, or synagogue in the Arab Peninsula (Saudi Arabia) is prohibited. It is the land of the Prophet and only Islam should prevail there. Yet, Muslims, if they wish, are permitted to demolish all non-Muslim houses of worship in any land they conquer.

2)  
Zimmis are not allowed to pray or read their sacred books out loud at home or in churches, lest Muslims hear their prayers.

3)
Zimmis are not allowed to print their religious books or sell them in public places and markets. They are allowed to publish and sell them among their own people, in their churches and temples.

4)
Zimmis are not allowed to install the cross on their houses or churches since it is a symbol of infidelity.

5)
Zimmis are not permitted to broadcast or display their ceremonial religious rituals on radio or television or to use the media or to publish any picture of their religious ceremonies in newspaper and magazines.

6)
Zimmis are not allowed to congregate in the streets during their religious festivals; rather, each must quietly make his way to his church or temple.

7)
Zimmis are not allowed to join the army unless there is indispensable need for them in which case they are not allowed to assume leadership positions but are considered mercenaries. 

Mawdudi, who is a Hanifite, expresses a more generous opinion toward Christians. He said:

"In their own towns and cities they are allowed to do so (practice their religion) with the fullest freedom. In purely Muslim areas, however, an Islamic government has full discretion to put such restrictions on their practices as it deems necessary."
Muslims and Zimmis

Relationships between Muslims and Zimmis are classified in two categories: what is forbidden and what is allowable.

I. The Forbidden: 

A Muslim is not allowed to: 

1. emulate the Zimmis in their dress or behavior. 

2. attend Zimmi festivals or support them in any way which may give them any power over Muslims. 

3. lease his house or sell his land for the construction of a church, temple, liquor store, or anything that may benefit the Zimmi's faith. 

4. work for Zimmis in any job that might promote their faith such as constructing a church. 

5. make any endowment to churches or temples. 

6. carry any vessel that contains wine, work in wine production, or transport pigs. 

7. address Zimmis with any title such as: "my master" or "my lord." 

II. The Allowable 

A Muslim is allowed to: 

1. financially assist the Zimmis, provided the money is not used in violation of Islamic law like buying wine or pork.

2. give the right of pre-emption (priority in buying property) to his Zimmi neighbor. (The Hanbilites disapprove of this). 

3. eat food prepared by the People of the Book (the Bible). 

4. console the Zimmis in an illness or in the loss of a loved one. It is also permissible for a Muslims to escort a funeral to the cemetery, but he has to walk in front of the coffin, not behind it, and he must depart before the deceased is buried. 

5. congratulate the Zimmis for a wedding, birth of a child, return from a long trip, or recovery from illness. However, Muslims are warned not to utter any word which may suggest approval of the Zimmis' faith, such as: "May Allah exalt you," "May Allah honor you," or "May Allah give your religion victory." 

Women in Islam

There are special rules for women in Islam.  These rules are interpreted and enforced differently in various countries depending upon the degree of political power exercised by the religious leaders of Islam.  The following descriptions are typical of the religious practices in the more strict Muslim countries although they may be partially followed in any country where permitted.

Three rules for women’s dress code.  First, “…we have provided you with garments to cover your bodies, as well as for luxury.  But the best garment is the garment of righteousness.”  Surah 7:26.  Second, “They shall not reveal any parts of their bodies, except that which is necessary.  They shall not strike their feet when they walk in order to shake and reveal certain details of their bodies.”  Surah 24:31.  Third, “O prophet, tell your wives, your daughters, and the wives of believers that they shall lengthen their garments.  Thus, then will be recognized and avoid being insulted.”  Surah 33:59.  From these verses the Islamic scholars have determined that women should in public ware only long dresses, have a hair covering, and for the extremist, have a veil or face covering.   

Men are superior to women.  "And it is for the women to act as they (the husbands) act by them, in all fairness; but the men are a step above them."  (Surah 2:228, trans. Rodwell).  "Men have authority over women because Allah has made the one superior to the other." (Surah 4:34, trans. Dawood).  Men are superior to women because women have less intelligence, are less religious, lack gratitude, and are less reliable as witnesses.  It takes two women to equal one man in matters of testimony. (Surah 2:282).

Islam is male dominated.  Mohammad himself said:  ‘the woman is a toy, whoever takes her let him care for her (or do not lose her)."  (Tuffaha, Ahmad Zaky, Al-Mar'ah wal- Islam, Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani, Beirut, first edition, 1985, p. 180).  The belief that a woman is a toy is of vital importance for the spiritual well being of a Muslim man.  "In the company of women, looking at them, and playing with them, the soul is refreshed, the heart is rested, and the man is strengthened to the worship of God...this is why God said: 'That he might rest in her.' (Surah 7:189)"  (Ihy'a 'Uloum ed-Din by Ghazali, Dar al-Kotob al-'Elmeyah, Beirut, Vol II, Kitab Adab al-Nikah, p. 34).  The husband’s desires are to met at once.   Obedience to a husband is the key to paradise for a wife (Surah 4:34) and he may beat her for any disobedience (some translations say “beat lightly”).  A husband’s rights are considered divine.  He is her Paradise or Hell.  If Allah were not the only one to be worshipped, then the wife would be required to worship her husband.  (Mishkat al-Masabih, English translation, Section 'Duties of husband and wife', Hadith No. 70).


Islam has many other ideologies that are strange to western cultures but accepted as the norm in Islam dominated countries.  All of these ideologies, which are both religious and political, create problems when foreigners travel in Muslim lands.  They interfere with business and trade, and make it most difficult to take the gospel to these lands.  Knowledge of these beliefs and practices will at least put one on his guard considering the current events in the shrinking world in which we live.

UNDERSTANDING THE ISRAELIE-ARAB-U.S. CONFLICT
THE SACRIFICE FOR THE PEOPLE

1.  The Abraham Conflict



Gen. 16:11  

Ishmael, part of the Covenant family



Gen. 17:20-21

I will make him a great nation



Gen. 21:1-3

Isaac, son of promise



Gen. 22:15-18

Promise reconfirmed



Mt. Moriah

Center of importance and controversy



The Bible reasons:





Location in Jerusalem on “Temple Mound”





Abraham tested
Gen. 22





Abraham knew the area: Melchizedek




Jacob may have dreamed on Moriah
Gen. 28:10-18





David bought the area       1 Chron. 21, 2 Sam. 24





Solomon built the temple on the area







The Qur’an reasons:





Muhammad’s dream
The Bokhari (Vol. 15, p. 3615)





The wild ride





The transfiguration




The alcohol prohibition





Visits to sacred locations





The trip through seven heavens





The reason for daily prayers




Proof of the revelation-dreams




Glory to the horse





Mosque of Omar (Dome of the Rock)


Hebron

Burial grounds for patriarchs




The Cave of Machpelah




The purchase




The use




The ownership




The battle rages

2. The Jesus Conflict



Islam teaches about Jesus Christ:




1) His was a miraculous birth




2) He was born under a palm tree




3) He was not the Son of God, only an apostle (messenger)




4) He must not be called “Christ”




5) He is not to be worshipped




6) To say Jesus is God’s Son is gross blasphemy




7) Jesus was never crucified





No need for the cross





Salvation based on man’s deeds





No need for atonement





Christ death and resurrection a hoax





It was someone else who was killed (Called Shabih)
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THE SACRIFICE FOR THE PEOPLE

Lecture 4

The Arab-Israel-U.S. Conflict
1.  The Abraham Conflict

Ishmael, Part of the Covenant Family

Ishmael was born to Hagar, (Gen. 16:11) just as God had promised. 

Please turn to Gen. 17:20-21:

20And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 21But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year." 
. Insofar as this prophecy goes, we can sum it up by saying Ishmael will be blessed and multiplied into an ethnic family with twelve subdivisions.

The words that God will establish His covenant with Isaac are still paramount and the real reason for the story, but not to the exclusion of Ishmael from God's blessing. Isaac, like his father, is to be the agent of blessing for all nations, as will be his ultimate descendant, Jesus, in whom and through whom we finally see the nature and magnitude of that blessing.

God’s promise to Abraham about having a son with Sarah as fulfillment of the

promise is recorded in Genesis 21:1-3.

Isaac Is Born 
1 And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. 2For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 3And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him--whom Sarah bore to him--Isaac


The promise God made to Abraham is reconfirmed and more specifically in Gen.

22:15-18.  We understand the passage is about Isaac.  Muslims are taught that the passage is about Ishmael.

15Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son-- 17blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

The only son here is Isaac, but to the Muslim, it is Ishmael.  Ishmael is the one

offered as a sacrifice according to the Qur’an and Islamic doctrine.  Because of this belief, Islam places great emphasis upon places they consider especially holy since they were associated with Abraham.


Mt. Moriah:  One of the more important places is Mt. Moriah-considered holy by Muslim, Jews and Christians.  


A topographic map of Jerusalem shows that Mount Moriah is not a single peak, but an elongated ridge, which commences to rise at its Southern end at the junction of the Kidron and Hinnom Valleys, at the original City of David. The ridge then climbs in elevation to just Northeast of the present Damascus Gate of the Old City. The Temple Mount, prominent in most photos of Jerusalem, occupies an area of about 45 acres. The elevation of the bedrock outcropping on the Temple Mount is much smaller.



Even prior to the conquest of the city of Jebus by David- which became the City of David, (1 Chronicles 11:4) - we know of the existence of Jerusalem from the record of Abraham's visit to Melchizedek there, recorded in Genesis Chapter 14. Although the original inhabitants were descendants of Noah's son Caanan, Melchizedek was both a priest and a king of "God Most High," in Jerusalem about 4 millennia ago. Melchizedek (his name means "king of righteousness") was a man to whom Abraham paid tithes, and he is a "type" of Jesus Christ as the believer's Great High Priest, (Psalm 110:4, Hebrews 5-7). 


Jerusalem does not lie on any important trade routes nor is there any natural reason why this city should be one of the most important places in the world for more than four thousand years. Jerusalem lies at the crest of a low range of hills, which are a barrier to winter rains from the Mediterranean Sea, which is only 30 miles to the West. Immediately to the East, annual rainfall drops nearly to zero in the Judean Wilderness. The elevation to the East also drops rapidly to the Dead Sea, falling to 1,290 feet below sea level, in less than 15 miles as the crow flies.


Jerusalem's importance as a site chosen by God for His special purposes dates from the call of God to Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on Mount Moriah, in the city of Jebus, as recorded in Genesis 22. (The Jews as “the Akeda” or “the binding of Isaac” know this important event in the life of Abraham.) 


"After these things God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." 


Abraham did as God commanded, made the trip, and was in the process of offering Isaac.

Then Abraham put forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 

So Abraham called the name of that place The LORD will provide; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided." And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice." So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

All religions that claim Abraham as a prophet also consider Mt. Moriah as a special, or holy place because of the sacrifice of Abraham.  There are other reasons for thinking Mt. Moriah is special.



Late in his reign as King of Jerusalem David erred grievously in the sight of the Lord by ordering a census. (I Chronicles 21, 2 Samuel 24). As part of his repentance before the Lord, David purchased a large piece of property owned by a Jebusite man named Ornan (or Araunah) for 600 shekels of gold. David's purchase of Ornan's property seems to have included an additional 50 shekels of silver for the purchase threshing floor proper, and oxen for sacrifice. David then erected an altar there and offered sacrifices there. 


It was David's intent to build a temple to the Lord on this property, on Mt. Moriah, however God chose Solomon for this task instead, after allowing David to amass the material resources that would be required. (I Chronicles 22ff, 1 Kings 5ff). 

 


There is some archaeological evidence to suppose that the place of the crucifixion of Jesus was at the summit of Mt. Moriah, probably near the present-day Damascus Gate and the Garden Tomb which would of course be a literal fulfillment of Abraham's offering of Isaac when God said, "On the mount of the Lord it [the final offering for sin] will be provided."


To the Jews and Christendom, Mt. Moriah is the place by tradition where Melchizedek, king of Salem, blessed Abraham [Genesis 14:18] , where Abraham offered Isaac [Genesis 22], where Jacob dreamed [Genesis 28:10-18], where David bought the threshing floor from Araunah (the city’s former Jebusite king) and offered sacrifice to God [1 Chron. 21:25; 2 Samuel 24:18-25], where Solomon built the temple and placed the Holy of Holies, and possibly the location of the crucifixion.  

To Islam, Mt. Moriah is not only the place where Ishmael was offered by Abraham but where Muhammad ascended to heaven.  The story of Muhammad’s journey and ascent to heaven has several versions.  One of them is:  

THE NIGHT JOURNEY AND THE ASCENT TO HEAVEN

In the year 621, at the age of 51 years old, IN A DREAM, Muhammad flew on the magical Winged-Horse of Fire which he called Burak, which means "Thunder-Lightning", to several cities including Jerusalem. The full version of this dream is found  in "The Bokhari"  ( Vol.15, p.3615 ) one of the Islamic Scriptures.

The story of the Ascension of Mohammed, known as "Miraj", or "Stairway to Heaven" began when Mohammed fell asleep on a carpet at his cousin's place and became the inspirational source of different "Stories of the 1001 Nights of Arabia" involving "Magic Carpet Rides".

One night as the Prophet lay sleeping next to the Ka’ba, the Archangel Gabriel woke him. Later the Prophet  described what happened: 'I sat up and he took hold of my arm. I stood beside him and he brought me to the door of the mosque where there was a white animal for me to ride.'  The animal was a white winged horse.

The Prophet  told of how he mounted the animal and, with the Archangel Gabriel at his side, was transported from Mecca.  First of all, they went to the summit of Mount Sinai, at the very place where Jehovah had given the stone tables to Moses. Then, they flew on and went to Bethlehem at the exact place where Jesus was born, then to the mosque called al-Aqsa, in Jerusalem. 

In Jerusalem, on the temple mound, at the rock of Mt. Moriah, Muhammad  found Abraham, Moses, and Jesus among a group of Prophets. Muhammad  acted as their leader, or imam, in prayer.  A most interesting case of  “Transfiguration”. 

Then he was brought two jugs, one containing wine and the other milk. He chose the milk and refused the wine. At this, the Archangel Gabriel said, 'You have been rightly guided to the fitrah (the true nature of man) and so will your people be, Muhammad. Wine is forbidden to you.  Which is why Muslims do not drink alcohol beverages.

The Prophet also related how they passed through Heaven's gates and saw countless angels. Among them was Malik, the Keeper of Hell, who never smiles. Malik stepped forward and showed the Prophet  a view of Hell and the terrible plight of those who suffer in that place.

Then the Prophet was taken up by the angels, through the seven Heavens, one by one.  Along the way he again saw Jesus, Moses, and Abraham, and the Prophet said that he had never seen a man more like himself than Abraham. He also saw John, Joseph, Enoch,  and Aaron.

At last he reached the Lote Tree of the Uttermost, where no Prophet had been before. Here the Prophet  received Revelation of what Muslims believe. 
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.  The Messenger believeth in that which hath been revealed unto him from his Lord and (so do) the believers. Each one believes in Allah and His Angels and His Books and His Messengers-We make no distinction between any of His messengers-and they say: We hear, and we obey.  Grant us Thy forgiveness, our Lord. Unto Thee is the homecoming.  Qur’an Surah 2.285. 
Then he was taken into the Light of the Divine Presence of Allah, and was instructed that Muslims should pray fifty times a day. The Prophet  recalled: On my way back I passed by Moses and what a good friend to you he was! He asked me how many prayers had I been ordained to perform. When I told him fifty, he said, 'Prayer is a serious matter and your people are weak, so go back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce the number for you and your community.' I did so and He took away ten. Again I passed by Moses and he said the same again; and so it went on until only five prayers for the whole day and night were left. Moses again gave me the same advice.  I replied that I had been back to my Lord and asked him to reduce the number until I was ashamed, and I would not do it again. He of you who performs the five prayers faithfully, will have the reward of fifty prayers.
On the morning following these events and the Prophet's return to Mecca, he told Quraysh what had happened. Most of them said, '… This is ridiculous! A caravan takes a month to go to Syria and a month to return! Can you do that long journey in a single night?' Even many Muslims were amazed by this and wanted the Prophet  to explain. Some ran with the news to Abu Bakr who said, 'By Allah, if Muhammad  himself has said so, then it is true. Remember, the Prophet tells us that the word of Allah comes to him directly from heaven to earth at any hour by day or night, and we believe him. Isn't that a greater miracle than what you are now doubting?' Then Abu Bakr went to the mosque and listened to the Prophet's detailed description of Jerusalem. He commented, 'You tell the truth, O Prophet of Allah!' From then on, Abu Bakr was honored with the title 'al-Siddiq’, which means 'he who gives his word to support the truth'.

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful  Glory be to Him, who carried His servant by night from the Holy Mosque to the Far distant place of worship, the Neighborhood which We have blessed, that We might show him some of Our signs, He, only He is the All-hearing, the All-seeing.  Qur’an, Surah 17,1.

 
In these passages and in Surah 53,1-18 is the basis for the belief that Muhammad journeyed to Jerusalem and from there went to heaven to visit the prophets of old, including Jesus.  It is said that the four holes in the rock under the Mosque of Omar were made by the hooves of the winged horse when it landed in Jerusalem.  Muslims believe that anything said by Muhammad is true, therefore they venerate the rock on the temple mound and that is why the mosque was built over it to preserve it.  It is also why they intend to hold on that that piece of real estate at whatever cost to them.

Some parts of the dream story were taken from The Messenger, the Life of Mohammed" by R.V.C. Bodley, Greenwood press, N.Y., 1946;  while other parts were derived from "Apocalypses et Voyages dans L'Au-Delà" by Angelo Piemontese. 

Mohammed enjoyed discussing about dreams and interpreting them and became very frustrated about the Christian Church's strange attitude in regards to dreams and was able to condense his whole knowledge in only a few lines..... 

" Now Allah has created the dream not only as a means of guidance and instruction, I refer to the true dream, but he has made it as a window on the World of the Unseen."     This  is basically the repetition of Job 33:15 plus a few details. 

" He who does not believe in the True Dream does not believe in Allah and in the Day of Reckoning." ..... which is basically Numbers 12:6 slightly rearranged to counteract the influence of the Bible. 

"There are above you Watchers."  Qur’an Surah 82,10 

" Glory be to Him, who carried his Servant by Night from the sacred temple of Mecca to the Temple that is more remote, whose precinct we have blessed, that we might show him of our signs, for He is the Hearer and the Seer" Qur'an  Surah 17,1 

This is very interesting, because he clearly states here that all the Glory goes to Him, the Winged-Horse, who carried his Servant..... and truly that is the case the Rider must serve the Horse which is truly the Hearer and the Seer, which is Allah, the Creator...and finally...in the stories concerning his return ....his future resurrection which should occur at a time will be a real wasteland....he will be told... as he will come out of his grave... 

Perhaps you have had the opportunity to see the beautiful and most famous painting of the Ascension of Mohammed on the Horse of Fire from the manuscript "Khamset al-Nizami", British Museum Orient Ms.# 2265.  If you have, you noted that Mohammed is shown faceless... and along with the following words.... 

" Glory be to Him who carried his Servant by Night from the sacred temple of Mecca to the Temple that is more remote, whose precinct we have blessed, that we might show him of our signs, for He is the Hearer and the Seer" (Qur'an 17,1) 

Because of the belief in Muhammad’s midnight trip to Jerusalem on a winged horse, and the present day location of the Mosque of Omar (also called the Dome of the Rock) Islam wants to own and control that piece of real estate.  Israel currently owns and controls.  It is important because of Abraham and the two temples.  This is a continuous conflict:  Bin Laden said the only solution to the problem would be for “the American troops should go back from Saudi Arabia and the Jewish army should withdraw from the whole of Palestine.”  [The Tennessean, Oct. 16, 2002, p. 7A}

Hebron


Hebron is the place where Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob are buried.

Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the LORD.  Genesis 13:18

So Sarah died in Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.  Gen. 23:2.

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.  Genesis 23:19.

Death of Isaac Then Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kirjath Arba  Genesis 35:27 Literally Town of Arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had dwelt.

The bible tells that Abraham purchased the Cave (of Machpelah) for the full market price of 400 silver shekel [Genesis Chapter 23: 16. And Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, current money among the merchants.]

 But two chapters earlier in Genesis, the Bible tells that the king of the land, Abimelech, gave Abraham and his wife, Sarah, one thousand pieces of silver  [Genesis Chapter 20:16. And to Sarah he said, Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver; behold, he is to you a covering of the eyes, to all who are with you, and with all other; thus she was reproved.]

For Muslims, Hebron is holy because it has the Magarat (Cave, Colloquial Gar) where Muslims believe that Abraham was buried. To Muslims, Abraham, is called the father of all the prophets. Muslims cannot be Muslims without the absolute belief in the prophecies of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as well as the Torah as the word of God. In the  Qur’an Abraham, Jacob and Isaac are named 73, 18 and 16 times, respectively as opposed to only 4 times for the prophet of Islam, Muhammad.

The Jews revere the Cave for the same reason.

Hebron (Heb. HEVRON), is the southern Judean Hills, south-southwest of Jerusalem. It is 3,050 feet above sea level. In modern times, it was part of mandated Palestine during 1923-48; after the Arab-Israeli War of 1948-49, it was in the territory annexed by Jordan (1950); but  since the Six-Day War of June 1967, it has been part of the West Bank (Judea and Samaria) territory under Israeli administration.

Hebron is one of the oldest cities in the region; because of its associations with the biblical patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and with King David, it is one of the four holy cities of Judaism (Jerusalem, Hebron, Tiberius, and Zefat [Safed]). Islam, which reveres Abraham as a founder of monotheism and precursor of Muhammad, also considers it a holy city and they all want the same piece of real estate under their control.

2.  The Jesus Conflict


A second great area of religious conflict between Islam and Christianity is over the role of Jesus in the Bible, especially that of his sacrifice on Calvery for the sins of the people, and the denials of Christ in the Qur’an.   Islam teaches that Jesus:


(1) was a miraculous birth.

Surah 3:47  She said: My Lord! when shall there be a son (born) to I me, and man has not touched me? He said: Even so, Allah creates what He pleases; when He has decreed a matter, He only says to it, Be, and it is. For thou knowest in full all that is hidden

(2) was born under a palm tree

Surah 19:22-27  So she conceived him; then withdrew herself with him to a remote place. And the throes (of childbirth) compelled her to betake herself to the trunk of a palm tree. She said: Oh, would that I had died before this, and had been a thing quite forgotten!  Then (the child) called out to her from beneath her: Grieve not, surely your Lord has made a stream to flow beneath you;  And shake towards you the trunk of the palmtree, it will drop on you fresh ripe dates: So eat and drink and refresh the eye. Then if you see any mortal, say: Surely I have vowed a fast to the Beneficent Allah, so I shall not speak to any man today. And she came to her people with him, carrying him (with her). They said: O Marium! surely you have done a strange thing.  (Muhammad mistook the sister of Moses for Mary the mother of Jesus in all his writings.  Some translators correct this error.)


(3)  Jesus was not the son of God, but only an apostle (messenger)

Surah 4:171   O People of the Book!  (What Muslims call Christians and Jews) Commit no excesses in your religion: Nor say of Allah aught but the truth. Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) an apostle of Allah, and His Word, which He bestowed on Mary, and a spirit proceeding from Him: so believe in Allah and His apostles. Say not "Trinity" : desist: it will be better for you: for Allah is one Allah. Glory be to Him: (far exalted is He) above having a son. To Him belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough is Allah as a Disposer of affairs. 


(4)  Jesus must not be called Christ 

Surah 5:17. In blasphemy indeed are those that say that Allah is Christ the son of Mary. Also, in Surah 5: 72 and 116.


(5) Jesus is not to be worshipped

Surah 5:116. And behold! Allah will say: "O Jesus the son of Mary! Didst thou say unto men, worship me and my mother as gods in derogation of Allah.?"   (Jesus never said this, never implied it; by the time Muhammad propagated this Catholics were promoting the veneration of Mary and this was probably Muhammad’s reaction to that new Catholic doctrine.)


(6)  To say Jesus is God’s Son is gross blasphemy 

Surah 2:116   They said, "GOD has begotten a son!" Be He glorified; never! To Him belongs everything in the heavens and the earth; all are subservient to Him. 

(7)  Jesus was never crucified

The sacrifice of Christ is a central issue of dispute between the two beliefs.  No doubt, the cross is the core of the Christian faith. The Bible clearly indicates that the eternal destiny of man depends on the atoning death of Christ on the cross.

Islam rejects the whole concept of the cross. Muslims allege that it is against reason to claim that God, the Omnipotent, would not forgive man's sins without the cross. To say so is to limit God's power. When repentance, they say, is combined with God's mercy and forgiveness, it becomes sufficient to award the penitent all the pleasures of the paradise promised in the Qur’an.

Jesus said, ``Whosoever believeth in me...has everlasting life.'' (John 3:16, NKJ). This does not mean that a person can indulge in sin believing that the death of Christ has secured for him the pardon of his transgressions in advance. Anyone who seeks everlasting life has to live a Christ-like life to meet the moral demands of the Christian faith. A person whose life does not attest to the new creation in him may still be under the condemnation of God's wrath.

Salvation in Islam is based on a continuous effort to obtain God's favor, which would be bestowed in the form of blessings, joys, and the pleasures of paradise, if He wills. This requires constant exertion in the hope of pleasing God. A Muslim can never be sure that he really has pleased God and secured His approval.

Good deeds in Islam are the avenue for obtaining God's reward, while good works in Christianity are the fruit of love and faith. To Christians, good works are not a means of earning some present or future reward. Everlasting life has already been guaranteed by the merit of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 

Reasons for the Crucifixion

 
The redemptive act of Jesus Christ on the cross for the salvation of the human race is an essential tenet of the Christian faith. It was neither planned nor implemented by people, but has been carried out by God Himself. Therefore man cannot claim any credit for it.

Since the inception of Islam in the seventh century A.D., the death of Christ on the cross and His resurrection have been disputed issues between Muslims and Christians. Muslims deny that Jesus was crucified, or even that He died a natural death (although some of their scholars are inclined to say that Jesus suffered a natural death and then God raised Him up to heaven).  On the other hand, Christians maintain that Jesus was crucified for the salvation of mankind.  Both sides quote their own scripture to prove their point of view, implying their disbelief of the other's scripture.

Muslim denial of the crucifixion of Christ aims at negating the whole concept of atonement, or even the need for a savior. To them salvation could be achieved without shedding blood, that is, without the atoning act that took its final and eternal form on the cross in the person of Christ. In one reference to the crucifixion, the Bible says: “ ..without shedding of blood there is no remission”  (Hebrews 9:22, NKJ)

This is the very thing all Muslims strongly denounce. Muslims believe that both repentance and good deeds are sufficient to save people from their iniquities because forgiveness always depends on God's mercy and his will. Muslims also do not believe that there is a need for an intercessor between man and God. They claim that man is born innocent. He deviates from the straight path because of his weakness and deficiency

In their absolute denial of the death of Christ, Muslims rely on one statement in the Qur’an, Surah (al-Nisa) 4:156-157:

...and for their saying (in boast), ``We slew the Messiah, Jesus son of Marium, the Messenger of God" --- yet they did not slay him, neither crucified him, only a likeness of that was shown to them. Those who are at variance concerning him surely are in doubt regarding him; they have no knowledge of him, except the following of surmise; and they slew him not of a certainty ---.

On the basis of this solitary passage that denies the death of Christ (though it is subject to various contradictory interpretations), Muslims assert that the crucifixion of Jesus did not take place and that the story of Christ's death and resurrection is the innovation of the early Christians. 

We are confronted by two facts. First, we have two books, the Qur’an and the Bible, and each one of them is regarded by its followers as a revelation from God. Apparently this cannot be true because they contradict each other in some of their most basic doctrines. This being the case, one of them must have come from a source other than God. It is of no avail to charge that the People of the Book, as Islam calls the Jews and the Christians, have perverted the Bible because all objective studies --not studies based on speculation or imagination --- have proven the authenticity of the Bible as we currently have it.

The second fact is that historical documents corroborate the Gospel text, while no historical evidence is available to attest to the veracity of the Quranic text concerning the crucifixion of Jesus. When history confirms the Biblical text but not the Quranic text, then the advantage is with the Bible and not with the Qur’an.

Him, being delivered by the predetermined counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified and put to death; (Acts 2:23, NKJ)

Muslims claim that it really was not Jesus who was crucified, but that another person was crucified who resembled Jesus in his face only. His body was not subject to any change. They said, ``The face is the face of Jesus, but the body is not His [body].'' They made this statement in the context of their interpretation of Surah  (al-Nisa) 4:157: “Those who are at variance concerning him surely are in doubt regarding him; they have no knowledge of him, except the following of surmise;” This is a miracle they call the Shabih which was designed to save Jesus, the Prophet, from having to die on the cross. 

We need only to remember that Christ did not endeavor to avoid crucifixion. He came, in the first place, for the redemption of mankind. It is a task He elected to accomplish by His own will. If Christ really tried to evade crucifixion either through cowardice or apathy He would be evading a responsibility He took on Himself to fulfill. This is not a characteristic of the Christ who is the Word of God. In this case there was no need at all for God to perform the miracle of the Shabih.

Muslim scholars disagreed on the identity of the Shabih. Muslim narrators have related many imaginary stories, and they have been quoted by many Muslims expositors without any inquiry into their validity. These are not based on any historical document, archaeological proof or authentic text. No Muslim was able to provide any concrete evidence to prove the veracity of any of these fantasies concerning the Shabih.  It appears that Islam has adopted the teachings of the Shabih and the denial of Jesus' crucifixion from the early Christian heretics.
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The Coronation of the People’s King

I.  A review of the problems

II.  Some Differences Between Muslims and Christians



See Table on Page 61.

III.  Jesus is the King of Kings


Acts 1:1-12


Why wait ten days?


Muhammad’s ascension to heaven



Surah 72:8



Surah 56:7-44  




Classification of heaven’s population





1.  Companions of the Right Hand





2.  Companions of the Left Hand





3.  The Foremost




Rewards of heaven’s population


There are seven heavens

IV.  The Bible’s (Revelation) contrast to the Islamic heaven



See the Chart on page 61.


Revelation 1:4-8

"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, "says the Lord, "who

 is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

Revelation 4:1-11

        "Holy, holy, holy,

        Lord God Almighty, 
  Who was and is and is to come!"

Revelation 5:1-14



"Blessing and honor and glory and power 
        Be to Him (God the Father) who sits on the throne, 
        And to the Lamb (Jesus), forever and ever!" 
Ephesians 1:22,23

When the Lamb ascended to heaven, he sat down at the right hand of God, “far above all rule, authority, and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: And he—God, the Father—put all things in subjection under his—Christ’s—feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that fill all in all.”

V.  The King did come


Looked for in anticipation—who is to come

The promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob fulfilled


The Land question moot


Additional proof of coming



Revelation 11:15-18 (ASV)

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!"

"We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty,

      The One who is and who was.

VI.  The kingdom, the church established.


Acts 2:1-12


God kept his promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and everyone

else



Romans 8:34  Intercession being made



Islam teaches there is no such thing as intercession




Surah 2:48  Beware of the day when no soul can avail another soul,




no intercession will be accepted, no ransom can be paid, nor can




anyone be helped

VII.  The solution to the conflict is for everyone to teach and to live the Christian life in the hope of heaven with God for an eternity, and let God be the Judge of everyone.

Diagram of the Universe Governed by the Throne in Revelation 4 and 5


The square in the center represents The Throne with steps leading up to it.  In the center of The Throne sits The Father—God (F)


The innermost circle (1) represents the Jasper stone (white sparkling diamond) and is foundation for The Throne.


The circle marked 2 represents the Sardius.


The circle marked 3 represents the emerald (green hue) rainbow.


The four living ones (cherubim) comprise the 4th circle.


The 5th circle is the twenty-four thrones with their elders.


The 6th circle comprise the “many angels”.


The outermost circle, 7, represents all other creatures in the entire universe.


The seven lamps and the sea of glass are before The Throne.


The LAMB (L) is standing between the The Throne and living ones, on the one

side, and the 24 elders, on the other side.  The LAMB does not remain

there, he advances to The Throne and sits at the right hand of the Father

where he rules over his kingdom, the church.

[image: image3.jpg]
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This fifth and last study in this series is the time to try to bring everything together.  In order to do this, I will ask you to recall a few of the things I discussed earlier.  There are some critical differences between what Muslims, Zionists (Jews) and Christians believe and practice both as to what is generally accepted by the three specific groups and also within each of the groups.  Christianity has the larger Catholic, protestant, and independent segments with many subdivisions.  Zionists have Orthodox, conservative, reform, liberal and non-observant segments with many subdivisions.  Muslims have Sunnis and Shi’ias sects with many subdivisions. And, there is the New Testament church. 



We have pointed out that a large part of the problem between these three main groups stems from basic differences in religion and from the desire to possess the land of Palestine, the Holy Land.  The claims on the land arise from the interpretation of specific promises made to Abraham and his descendents.  The differences in religion arise from what is accepted as God’s Word and the final authority for worship, social action and to a large part political action.



Religion to be viable must be more than a few rules to follow and a few acts to perform.  It must be a way of life.  Most religions ask adherents to adopt a certain way of life as described by the tenants of that religion.  Zionists seek to follow the Old Testament edicts and anything else is not kosher.  Christianity seeks, for the most part, to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ and the apostles as described in the New Testament. Muslims have a strict religious philosophy based largely on the Qur’an that is a religion, but really more than a religion; it is an ideology that has a very strict social and political agenda.



Our interest in these studies has centered largely on Islam and how it directly affects us rather than on the conflict between Zionists and Christianity interpretations.  Islam’s agenda is based upon a larger goal than the land of Palestine.  It has a global objective built into its religion.  Everyone who is not Muslim, in a Muslim’s way of thinking, is an unbeliever (infidel) and must be subdued by domination, slavery , death, or be converted.



To capsule some of the things previously discussed a table of differences between Muslims and Christians has been included in the outline below.  The table does not include every difference, only some of the more obvious and perhaps the more important ones. 

Some Differences Between Muslims and Christians





Muslim



Christian

	Believe in Allah and only Allah
	Believe in God, Christ and the Holy Spirit



	Concept of Allah


	Concept of God and Jesus

	Pictured as distant, aloof, difficult to reach


	Pictured as warm, intimate, a redeemer who is close to His people

	Absolutely transcendent


	God is a Father, we are his children

	Demands justice, does not love


	God first loved us, so we love

	Reveals only his will and that through prophets, the greatest of whom is Muhammad


	Reveals Himself in three persons—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

	Salvation is not necessary since everyone has ability to obey—Entrance into heaven is a matter of submission and personal effort (with no assurance) and is best performed in an Islamic enforced state


	Salvation is obtained by obedience to God and His son, Jesus Christ—Entrance into heaven is by grace through faith assured by the blood of Christ sacrificed for the sins of the people

	Teaches subjection to Islamic law which has the power over every aspect of life, religion, society, and government—controlled by its religious leaders


	Teaches be subject to the powers that be, honor the king:  The church is not an earthly government but a spiritual kingdom


	Embraces violence in the belief that since all men are created to live in submission to Allah, as prescribed by Islamic law, Islam is to control the whole world, by force if necessary, and require everyone to submit (be Muslim)


	Jesus is the Prince of Peace,

He extends an invitation to His offer of salvation that may be accepted or rejected

	Islam has no Savior
	Jesus is the Savior


JESUS IS THE KING OF KINGS



After the crucifixion of Christ on Calvary he arose from the dead to appear among men.  His death and resurrection is well documented in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John as well as the epistles of Paul.  Luke, in the book of Acts, continues the account in chapter 1 beginning with verse 1.

Acts 1:1ff.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 


The Holy Spirit Promised



4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; 5for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 6Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses for Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."



9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 11who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."



12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey. 13And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 14These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 




They were told to stay in Jerusalem and to expect the baptism of the Holy Spirit in a

few days.  The Holy Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost.  Pente in Greek is

the word for “five” and here means 50; Pentecost came 50 days after the Passover.  Since Jesus ascended 40 days after his resurrection and the Holy Spirit came 50 days after his resurrection that means they had to wait ten days in Jerusalem.  Why wait ten days?  What was so important that they had to wait ten days.  Why could not the Holy Spirit come immediately after the ascension of Jesus to heaven?  The answer lies in the book Revelation. It has a vastly different picture of heaven than the one presented in the Qur’an; and yet, Muslims say they accept the Bible (or at least parts of it) as God’s Word.

 
Muhammad claimed to have in a vision ascended into the heavens, seven of them, and to

have received from Allah instructions regarding when to pray.  Heaven by Islam is also called “the garden” and “paradise”.  Some of the descriptions of heaven in the Qur’an are:

Islam’s Descriptions of Heaven

Surah 72:8.   And we pried into the secrets of heaven; but we found it filled with stern guards and flaming fires.

Surah 56: 7-44.   And ye shall be sorted out into three classes. 

8. Then (there will be) the Companions of the Right Hand;- What will be the Companions of the Right Hand?

9. And the Companions of the Left Hand,- what will be the Companions of the Left Hand? 

10. And those Foremost (in Faith) will be Foremost (in the Hereafter). 

11. These will be those Nearest to Allah. 

12. In Gardens of Bliss: 

13. A number of people from those of old, 

14. And a few from those of later times. 

15. (They will be) on Thrones encrusted (with gold and precious stones), 

16. Reclining on them, facing each other. 

17. Round about them will (serve) youths of perpetual (freshness) [eternal youth], 

18. With goblets, (shining) beakers, and cups (filled) out of clear-flowing fountains: 

19. No after-ache will they receive therefrom, nor will they suffer intoxication: 

20. And with fruits, any that they may select: 

21. And the flesh of fowls, any that they may desire. 

22. And (there will be) Companions (maidens) with beautiful, big, and lustrous eyes,- 

23. Like unto Pearls well guarded. 

24. A Reward for the deeds of their past (life). 

25. Not frivolity will they hear therein, nor any taint of ill,- 

26. Only the saying, "Peace! Peace". 

27. The Companions of the Right Hand,- what will be the Companions of the Right Hand? 

28. (They will be) among Lote-trees without thorns, 

29. Among Talh trees with flowers (or fruits) piled one above another,- 

30. In shade long-extended, 

31. By water flowing constantly, 

32. And fruit in abundance. 

33. Whose season is not limited, nor (supply) forbidden, 

34. And on Thrones (of Dignity), raised high. 

35. We have created (their Companions)[Maidens] of special creation. 

36. And made them virgin - pure (and undefiled), - 

37. Beloved (by nature), equal in age,- 

38. For the Companions of the Right Hand. 

39. A (goodly) number from those of old, 

40. And a (goodly) number from those of later times. 

41. The Companions of the Left Hand,- what will be the Companions of the Left Hand? 

42. (They will be) in the midst of a Fierce Blast of Fire and in Boiling Water, 

43. And in the shades of Black Smoke: 

44. Nothing (will there be) to refresh, nor to please: 



Apparently, hell is a part of heaven, according to this; and, maidens seem to be a

powerful attraction to get to go to heaven quickly.


All of this is to be in seven heavens (firmaments)  Surah 2:29.   It is He Who hath created for you all things that are on earth; Moreover His design comprehended the heavens, for He gave order and perfection to the seven firmaments; and of all things He hath perfect knowledge.

The Bible’s Description of Heaven


In contrast to these Islamic descriptions of heaven, the Bible in the book of Revelation, depicts heaven as the dwelling place of God, Jesus the Lamb and the Sprit of God and the home of the saved.  We are introduced to this place by the Apostle John’s vision of the Throne of God and the coronation of Christ the King.  John starts his record with the announcement of who gave him his message.  Several things need attention as we visit the coronation of Christ the King through John’s revelation.

To assist you I have borrowed a chart from William Hendricksen’s book, More Than Conquerors, published in 1940, by Baker Book House; a book that is a commentary on Revelation.  This chart on your outline gives some reference points to understand the Universe governed by the Throne of God.  As we move through John’s description, I will point out where we are in the narrative by the numbers you see on the diagram, by the pictured points of reference, and by the letters “F” and “L”.  Also, watch for the change of the description of Jesus as the story unfolds.

Chart of The Universe Governed by The Throne of God in Heaven

[image: image4.jpg]



Revelation 1:4-8


4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from Him who

is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  7Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 8"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, "says the Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 


 Revelation 4:1-11

John's Vision of God's Throne

1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first

voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you things which must [shortly] take place after this."  2Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne [the “F” in the center of the diagram stands for God the Father]. 3And He who sat there was like a jasper (Circle #1) and a sardius stone (Circle #2) in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald (Circle #3).  4Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads [these are numbered 5 in the diagram]. 5And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. [The seven lamps in the diagram are on the stand between one of the four living creatures and the sea of glass like crystal].  6Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures (Circle #4) full of eyes in front and in back. 7The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: 

        "Holy, holy, holy,

        Lord God Almighty, 
        Who was and is and is to come!" 

9Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 

        11"You are worthy, O Lord,

        To receive glory and honor and power; 
        For You created all things, 
        And by Your will they exist and were created."

Revelation 5:1-14

Worthy Is the Lamb 
1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?" 3And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.  4So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 5But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals." 6And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb [depicted in the diagram by the letter “L”]  as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song, saying: 

        "You are worthy to take the scroll, 
        And to open its seals;         For You were slain, 
        And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
        Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
        10And have made us kings and priests to our God; 
        And we shall reign on the earth." 


11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels [depicted in the diagram by the circle marked 6] around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12saying with a loud voice: 

        "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
        To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
        And strength and honor and glory and blessing!" 


[Now you know where we get the theme for the great hymns, Worthy Art Thou and Holy, Holy, Holy.]


13And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, [depicted by the seventh and outermost circle] I heard saying: 

        "Blessing and honor and glory and power 
        Be to Him who sits on the throne, 
        And to the Lamb, forever and ever!" 

14Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 


This magnificent scene of the coronation of Jesus, the Lamb, the King of Kings had to take place prior to the establishment of the church.  Although Jesus had been given all authority both in heaven and on earth, he still had to be formally installed as the head of the church, as the Lord of Hosts, as the King of the Universe, and this is the depiction of that coronation of the People’s King.


Paul put it this way in Ephesians 1:22,23:  After noting that the entire universe is governed by the Throne, that is, by God through the Lamb, when the Lamb ascended to heaven, he sat down at the right hand of God, “far above all rule, authority, and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: And he—God, the Father—put all things in subjection under his—Christ’s—feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that fill all in all.”

In all the accounts up to this point you will have noticed that everyone praising the Lamb said of him, He is the one who was, who is, and who is to come.  Well he came, and did as promised, he provided the way for every person to be blessed by God, saved from their sins by repentance, confession, baptism and a new life, and have a place in the City with foundations, whose builder and maker is God.


The Kingdom of God, the church,  is open to anyone willing to obey God and keep his commandments.  This is the blessing God promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the purpose of the Messiah, the seed of Abraham and David,  coming into the world.  Those of us in the church today are the recipients of this promise, citizens in the kingdom of God and of Christ, heirs according to the promise.  Whose land is the territory of Palestine (?) is a moot question in view of the greater aspect of the promise God made to Abraham.

In proclaiming the Kingdom of God on earth, John in Revelation 11:15-18 (ASV) underlines the sequence plainly by writing:  15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 16And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17saying: 

        "We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty,


        The One who is and who was,

(NU-Text and M-Text omit and who is to come because He came)
        Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 
        18The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, 
        And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
        And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, 
        And those who fear Your name, small and great, 
        And should destroy those who destroy the earth."

The Establishment of the Church

Turn back to the account of the establishment of the church in Acts 2.  The apostles and others had been waiting in Jerusalem for ten days while Jesus was crowned King of Kings, and “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 6And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. 7Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs--we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God." 12So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever could this mean?"


It meant that God was keeping his promise made first to Abraham in the long ago.  The church was now established.  From the very first day, representatives from all over the world were being invited to participate in the Kingdom of God, the church, over which Christ reigns, making intercession for us (Rom. 8:34).  These facts from the Bible are the main cause of the conflict between those believing in Christ and those subscribing to Islam.  Islam teaches that  NO INTERCESSION CAN TAKE PLACE WITH GOD.

Surah 2:48.   Beware of the day when no soul can avail another soul,
no intercession will be accepted, no ransom can be paid, nor can anyone be helped. 
. 
Islam teaches that “to believe that anyone, other than God, can intercede on our behalf to have our sins forgiven or our wishes fulfilled, is to set up partners with God. This is idolatry. The Qur’an proclaims that ‘All intercession belongs to God’ (39:44), and that there will be ‘no intercession on the Day of Judgment’" (2:254). 



The solution to the conflict is for everyone to teach and to live the Christian life in the hope of heaven with God for an eternity, and let God be the Judge of everyone.
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